
Los Gatos High School 

Relevant Course Selection Information 

Graduation Requirements and Policies 

1. LGHS School Day 

 Student schedules utilize an alternating block schedule.  Students attend three to four classes per 
day, depending on the number of choices selected.  The 2019-20 Bell Schedule is below.  However, 
LGSUHSD is in the process of modifying the bell schedule for the 2021-22 school year to 
accommodate new state requirements, as well as CDC requirements due to COVID.  The new 
schedule will be announced once finalized. 
 

2019-2020 LGHS Bell Schedule* 

“Orange Days”   “Black Days”   

1st PERIOD (90) 8:15am 9:45am 2nd PERIOD (90) 8:15am 9:45am 

TUTORIAL 9:45am 10:15am TUTORIAL  9:45am 10:15am 

Passing 10:15am 10:25am Passing 10:15am 10:25am 

3rd PERIOD (95) 10:25am 12:00pm 4th PERIOD (95) 10:25am 12:00pm 

LUNCH 12:00pm 12:35pm LUNCH 12:00pm 12:35pm 

5th PERIOD (90) 12:40pm 2:10pm 6th PERIOD (90) 12:40pm 2:10pm 

7th PERIOD (90) 2:15pm 3:45pm Professional Collaboration   

 

 Students may not choose their start or end times of the day.  All students must be available from 
roughly 8:15 a.m. until 3:45 p.m.; students and parents should plan outside activities and 
transportation after the student’s schedule is determined in August. 

 Sports activities vary their practice times with most starting after 3:45p.m., outside the traditional 
school day. 
 

2. Subject requirements for graduation: 

Subject  Units Required Subject     Units Required 

English  40 units  Science       20 units 

Math (including an Algebra course)  20 units  Visual/Performing Art or World Language    10 units 
World History  10 units  Applied Art      5 units  

 U.S. History                                                 10 units  P.E.     20 units 
 U.S. Government     5 units  Additional Credits     75 units 

Economics     5 units       
  

3. Freshman grades count.  Freshman semester grades are used in the calculation of a student’s high school 
GPA and by many colleges.  Most freshman courses must be passed with a C- or higher to fulfill the 
corresponding college entrance requirement and move to the next sequential course. 

 
4. World language as an elective freshman year 

 World language is not an LGHS graduation requirement, though most colleges require 2 – 3 years of 
the same language.  To meet college admission entrance requirements, a student may begin a world 
language in 10th grade. 

 When selecting a level one world language as an elective, list an alternate language as the alternate 
course.  If no alternate language is selected and your first choice language is closed, we will place you 
in a non-language elective.  

 Please note:  Starting in Spring 2021, LGHS will not have a Spanish 2 Diagnostic Assessment for 
incoming freshmen. 



 Students registering for Spanish 2 entering the ninth grade should consider the following 
recommendations: 

a. The student is earning a B- or higher for all grading periods in middle school Spanish 1. 
b. The student is confident with their Spanish 1 skills, self-motivated, and independent 
regarding the completion of assignments and preparation for class. 

 All LGHS Spanish 2 students will complete a diagnostic assessment on or about the second 
week of classes to confirm the correct Spanish level placement. 

 It is recommended that students who are doubtful of a positive outcome of this diagnostic 
assessment register for Spanish 1, to avoid mid-semester schedule changes. 

 
5. Six versus seven classes  

   As you decide whether taking seven classes is an appropriate choice, consider the following: 

 Your academic success in middle school. 

 The number of honors courses you’ve requested. 

 The time commitment of your extracurricular activities. 

 Your student skills (i.e., always finish homework, organized, good test taking skills, etc.) 

 How you handle transitions. 

 
6.  Drop Policy   

 Because courses are year-long, make sure to select courses and alternates carefully.  Year-long 
electives may not be dropped at the semester. 

 Once the school year begins, students must stay in their honors courses until the end of the grading 
period.  Requests to change will be evaluated subject to course/seat availability.  Do not request a class 
unless you are certain you want to take it. LGHS cannot accommodate “trying out” an honors course. 

Sports/PE 

1. Health and Fitness Requirement:  All Los Gatos High School students take Health and Fitness as 
freshmen.  LGHS does not exempt students from this graduation requirement.   
 

2. PE Requirement after Freshman Year:  Upon completion of Health and Fitness, students can earn the 
additional 10 units of required PE through a PE course, school athletics, spirit squad, dance team, 
colorguard or marching band (fall semester only). 

 

3. Registering for a Sport:  To register for a sport, plan to attend Sports Information Night. Inform yourself 
about time commitments, try-out dates, and summer training opportunities. Sign up with the coaches 
and follow their timeline for meetings and try-outs.  The coaching staff will make final selections. 

 

4. Summer Training Opportunities:  Several fall and winter sports (including football, field hockey, basketball, 
and volleyball) offer summer training opportunities.  Training typically runs in the morning from 8 a.m. to 
noon for about six weeks, starting around the 3rd week in June.  This is a rough estimate for your summer 
planning purposes.  Please attend the Sports Information Night for more details.   

 

5. Sports that typically accept all students who follow the try-out timelines and requirements: Although 
all sports are technically “cut sports,” the following teams traditionally accept all students:   

 Cross Country (Fall -- Boys and Girls) 

 Football (Fall -- Boys) 

 Field Hockey (Fall -- Girls) 

 Wrestling (Winter -- Boys and Girls) 

 Swimming (Spring -- Boys and Girls) 

 Track (Spring -- Boys and Girls) 

 Badminton (Spring -- Boys and Girls) 
 

  



Summer Reminders  
 
Required Reading for English (subject to change – please check lghs.net website) 

 Required summer reading for P-English 9 and P-English 9 (LEAD@LG):  Breaking Through by 
Francisco Jimenez. 

 Required summer reading for P-English 9H:  In addition to reading Breaking Through by Francisco 
Jimenez, students should read either The Chosen by Chaim Potok or A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by 
Betty Smith.  The book not read over the summer will be required reading at the start of the fall 
semester.  

 
Important Dates in August 

 Freshman Orientation and Wildcat Days will tentatively occur the week of August 9, 2021  

 First day of school, Thursday, August 12, 2021. 
 


